
Beading Connectors 

Crimp beads are used to connect beading wire to clasps  

Those interested in beaded necklaces and bracelets probably have noticed that there are funny looking metal 
connectors sitting between the beads and the clasps. The more commonly used connectors are crimp beads and 
are used only with beading wire however - not with silk thread or other beading medium. 

If used properly, it is a very reliable way for jewelry makers to attach beading wire to clasps. If you examine 
your own necklaces or bracelets you can identify the crimp beads by the fact that they are flat tubes of metal 
with a crease running vertically across the tube. The metal tube was originally round. During the process of 
securing the wire in the tube it was flattened by the special tool used in this application - crimp pliers. 

How to Use Crimp Pliers: 

1. Crimp pliers are funny looking pliers that have two stations in the jaw of the pliers. Reference the clasp 
assembly image shown below - at the end of the bead strand a crimp bead is strung, followed by one end 
of the clasp. Then the beading wire is then reinserted into the crimp bead with the end of the beading 
wire sticking out the opposite end of the crimp bead. The crimp bead should be placed on the beading 
wire so it is sitting about 1/8 to 1/4 inch down from the clasp.  

2. Referencing #1 crimp plier image shown below you can see that the round crimp bead is placed in the 
station that is closest to the handle. The crimp bead is placed in the station so that the open end is facing 
you. Please note: To follow is the most important aspect of using crimp pliers - Do Not Allow the 
Wires to Cross.  

3. Image that there is a cross sitting directly in the middle of the open end of the crimp bead. The beading 
wire should stick out on either end of the vertical bar of the cross in a straight line. Position the crimp 
bead directly over the hump in the station and firmly press. The crimp bead will sort of curl into a U 
shape. You should have a dip the middle of the crimp bead with one strand of the beading wire sticking 
out on either side of the dip. If your beading wires are both sticking out on the same side of the dip you 
must start over again. This will not give a secure connection to the clasp.  

4. Then making sure that the wire ends are still not crossing turn the crimp bead on its side and put it in the 
station of the crimp pliers that is closest to the end of the jaw and firmly close - reference #2 crimp plier 
image. It should fold in on itself forming a tube. The tube should be flat and neat looking with the 
beading wire sticking out of different sides of the crease.  

5. Trim the loose beading wire end as close to the crimp bead as possible and repeat for the other side. 
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